Alleged shoplifters and psychiatric outpatients: drugs, absent-mindedness and mental state compared.
Thirteen shoplifters were found to fit into a new classification based on mens rea. When compared to an age and sex matched control group of new psychiatric outpatients there were no significant differences in psychiatric morbidity, drug impaired arousal, absent-mindedness and course of illness. There was evidence that absent-mindedness may be responsible for some alleged offences and that this may occur repeatedly.